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"though he had but completed his seventh year, began to be
more wary in what he said, and would not chatter all that came
into his head, but utter dry remarks with some archness."

The princess Ann A could not endure patiently the appointment
of bishop Burnet as her son's preceptor. Her royal highness was
heard to complain, " that she considered it was the greatest hard-
ship ever put upon her by the king, who well knew how she dis-
liked Burnet, and that she was sure he was chosen for that very
reason." Parliament, after the peace of Ryswick, had allotted
50,0002. for the educational establishment of the duke of Gloucester,
and the nation anxiously awaited its commencement. All was,
however, left to be arranged at the pleasure of "William.

No entreaties of the princess could induce his majesty to allow
more than 15,OOOL, although he had pocketed ever since the peace
of Hyswick, 50,0002. for the educational allowance. The princess
solicited that a small part of this portion might be advanced,
that she might purchase plate and furniture needful for her
son's extended establishment. William III. positively refused to
advance her a doit; yet the princess Anne was prepared to sub-
mit to all losses, so that her boy was not withdrawn from her
personal care. The king, in order to lighten these hardships, ap-
pointed the earl of Marlborough his chief governor.

In the spring of 1698 occurred an event, apparently of little
consequence to the princess Anne, being nothing more than the
appointment of a destitute servant-maid, a daughter of lady
Marlborough's aunt, to a humble service in her palace, for Abigail
TTill was the near kinswoman of the haughty favourite. When
lady Marlborough was established ab the Cockpit, at the time of
the marriage of the princess, a lady represented to her that she
had near relations who were in the most abject misery. At first
the favourite denied that she had ever heard of such persons*
She was, however, reminded that her father's sister had married
an Anabaptist tradesman, whose banki-uptcy had left his family
in a starving condition, the parents being at the point of death;
that her two young sons were in rags, and her daughters were
servant-maids. Lady Marlborough sent ten guineas for the relief
of her wretched aunt, who expired directly after the assistance
arrived. The appeal had not been made, it seems, till the last
extremity, for the husband died soon after it arrived. Abigail
TK11 was then withdrawn by her fortunate kinswoman from servi-
tude with lady Rivers, and given bitter bread as her own nursery-
maid. Meantime^ her brothers, the ragged boys, wore caught
from the street, clothed and provided for from the rich harvest of
tKe Marlborough patronage. The elder Hill was placed in the